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§ 422.3 Reclamation law enforcement 
policy. 

The law enforcement policy of Rec-
lamation is: 

(a) To maintain an accountable, pro-
fessional law enforcement program on 
Reclamation project facilities, and to 
protect Federal project lands and their 
occupants. Reclamation will meet its 
law enforcement responsibilities by es-
tablishing and promoting a law en-
forcement program which maintains 
law and order, and protects persons and 
property within Reclamation property 
and on Reclamation lands; 

(b) To entrust law enforcement au-
thority only to persons deemed to be 
qualified, competent law enforcement 
professionals; 

(c) To maintain a continuing review 
and evaluation of Reclamation’s law 
enforcement programs and operations 
to ensure compliance with applicable 
Federal laws, regulations, and policies 
of the Department; 

(d) To ensure that approved stand-
ards are attained and maintained by 
each law enforcement unit undertaking 
a contract or cooperative agreement; 

(e) To increase the effectiveness of 
law enforcement through the efficient 
handling and exchange of criminal and 
intelligence information with other 
Federal, State, local, and tribal agen-
cies, as appropriate; 

(f) To provide the public prompt ac-
cess to information concerning its law 
enforcement program in accordance 
with the spirit and intent of the Free-
dom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552; 
Department FOIA Regulations, 43 CFR 
2; and 383 DM 15, Freedom of Informa-
tion Act Handbook (see www.doi.gov); 

(g) To ensure that the use of force by 
agency personnel under contracts or 
cooperative agreements with Reclama-
tion complies with the Constitution 
and the law of the United States; and 

(h) To negotiate contracts and coop-
erative agreements under this part to 
ensure that: 

(1) Reclamation retains flexibility to 
meet its law enforcement needs; and 

(2) Entities entering into contracts 
and cooperative agreements are appro-
priately reimbursed.

RESPONSIBILITIES

422.4 Responsibilities of the Commis-
sioner of Reclamation. 

(a) The Secretary of the Interior has 
designated the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation to implement law enforce-
ment authority at Reclamation facili-
ties. The Commissioner is responsible 
for: 

(1) Implementing the provisions of 
Public Law 107–69; 

(2) Ensuring consistency with appli-
cable Departmental and Reclamation 
requirements for law enforcement offi-
cers; 

(3) Carrying out the specific respon-
sibilities listed in paragraph (b) of this 
section; and 

(4) Developing any additional policies 
necessary for the successful accom-
plishment of Reclamation’s law en-
forcement responsibilities. 

(b) The Commissioner’s specific re-
sponsibilities include the following: 

(1) Designating Reclamation’s Law 
Enforcement Administrator (LEA), 
with authority to discharge the respon-
sibilities assigned by these regulations; 

(2) Overseeing the LEA’s ability to 
ensure that all law enforcement offi-
cers under contract or cooperative 
agreement for law enforcement serv-
ices to Reclamation are properly 
trained and receive necessary author-
izations; and 

(3) Overseeing the LEA’s develop-
ment of policy, procedures, and stand-
ards for directing the law enforcement 
units, and the installation of manage-
ment controls for proper implementa-
tion of the law enforcement program.

422.5 Responsibilities of the Law En-
forcement Administrator. 

(a) The Law Enforcement Adminis-
trator (LEA): 

(1) Reports directly to the Commis-
sioner; 

(2) Oversees the law enforcement pro-
gram; and 

(3) Is responsible for promulgating 
mission-oriented policy, procedures, 
and standards to ensure the effective 
implementation of Reclamation’s law 
enforcement authority. 
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(b) The chain of command for law en-
forcement will run from the Commis-
sioner through the LEA to other posi-
tions designated as part of the Rec-
lamation law enforcement managerial 
structure, which may include a Chief 
Law Enforcement Officer. The units 
will be staffed through cooperative 
agreements or contracts with law en-
forcement personnel from Department 
and non-Department Federal agencies 
or State, local, or tribal law enforce-
ment organizations, with unit com-
mand being provided as part of the co-
operative agreement or contract. 

(c) Within the chain of command 
specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, the LEA provides policy direc-
tion, inspection, and oversight for the 
law enforcement functions of Reclama-
tion.

§ 422.6 Responsibilities of the Chief 
Law Enforcement Officer. 

The Chief Law Enforcement Officer’s 
(CLEO) responsibilities are to ensure 
that: 

(a) Law enforcement officers working 
at Reclamation facilities and on Fed-
eral project lands are duly authorized 
under § 422.7; 

(b) Law enforcement officers author-
ized under a contract or cooperative 
agreement meet training and fitness 
requirements established in this part 
and abide by standards of conduct and 
performance established in this part 
and in the contract or cooperative 
agreement; 

(c) Law enforcement officers are 
under the immediate supervision of a 
commanding officer who is part of each 
law enforcement unit for which Rec-
lamation enters into a contract or co-
operative agreement; and 

(d) Required reports are made to the 
LEA, or to another person designated 
by Reclamation, for purposes of car-
rying out the law enforcement func-
tions for which Reclamation has a con-
tract or cooperative agreement.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

§ 422.7 Authorization to perform law 
enforcement duties. 

(a) The CLEO must issue written au-
thorization to each officer who is au-

thorized to perform Reclamation law 
enforcement duties. 

(b) Before issuing an authorization 
under paragraph (a) of this section, the 
CLEO must ensure that the officer 
meets: 

(1) All the requirements for officers 
authorized under the law enforcement 
contract or cooperative agreement 
with Reclamation; and 

(2) All requirements in §§ 422.10, 
422.11, and 422.12. 

(c) The CLEO must terminate an offi-
cer’s authorization under paragraph (a) 
of this section and must notify the 
issuing Reclamation official when the 
officer: 

(1) Terminates employment as a full-
time police officer for any reason; 

(2) Is transferred to another area of 
jurisdiction, where the continued per-
formance of Reclamation duties would 
be impractical; 

(3) Is suspended for any offense that 
would impair his/her fitness to perform 
law enforcement duties; or 

(4) Is under indictment or has been 
charged with a crime. 

(d) The LEA can, upon showing just 
cause, revoke the authorization of an 
individual officer to perform law en-
forcement services under Reclama-
tion’s law enforcement authority after 
providing written notice to the CLEO.

§ 422.8 Requirements for law enforce-
ment functions and programs. 

The requirements in this section 
apply to Reclamation and to each law 
enforcement unit exercising Reclama-
tion’s law enforcement authority. 

(a) The law enforcement program 
must provide for control, account-
ability, coordination, and clear lines of 
authority and communication. This or-
ganizational structure must apply both 
within the law enforcement units, and 
between the law enforcement units and 
the LEA or other personnel designated 
as responsible under the law enforce-
ment contract or cooperative agree-
ment. 

(b) Only duly authorized law enforce-
ment officers may discharge law en-
forcement duties. 

(c) Each law enforcement contract or 
cooperative agreement must specifi-
cally name those individuals within 
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